River walk group

seeks $160,000 in
city contributions

By GREG WEES
gwees@norfolkdailynews.com

A group aiming to develop
the North Fork River corridor
through downtown Norfolk is
asking the city for $80,000 in
each of the next two years.

The $160,000 contribu-
tion would go toward raising
$330,000 for the project, J. Paul
MclIntosh, a representative of
the NorthFork Development
Foundation, told the City Coun-
cil’s Finance Committee at its
meeting Monday morning.

Money raised would be used .

for three purposes, said Jim

Miller, the former . Norfolk

mayor who heads the founda-
tion’s board.

.H.:@ are to hire HDR Engi-
89.5@ of Omaha to work with
the city and steering committee
to come up with a master plan,
promote the project to investors
and provide a match for other
grant o@@oﬁ:&ﬁmm Miller
said.

“We _um:m<m now is the time
to take advantage of growing
community support,” -Miller
said. “You have the opportunity
to change the landscape for fu-
ture generations.”

MecIntosh said that with a
labor shortage looming, young
professionals will be looking
to amenities in a community
in deciding whether to move to
town.

“Perhaps the ambiance of
the river walk will make a dif-
ference to young professionals
to locate here,” he said, ‘adding,
“It’s up to us to be visionaries
for the next generation.”

The - foundation was formed
last year to create a recreation,

residential, entertainment mbm;

retail ngmmm corridor along
the three-mile river stretch
between the Norfolk Country
Club and the new Nucor Detail-
ing'Center under construction.
The Lower Elkhorn Natural

Resources District has pledged _
$25,000 to the effort. As of last
May, more than $54,000 had-

been raised, according to the
foundation.

Miller, who has been mak-
ing presentations to. community
groups, described his recent
talk before members of the Ea-
gles Club.

They agreed to contribute
either $250 or $500 ﬁossa the
effort, he said.

Oo:bo:Bm: Karl Wmm&mw
and Dave Fauss commended
the group’s effort. Councilman

“We believe now is
the time to take ad-
vantage of growing
community support.
You have the oppor-
tunity to change the
landscape for future
generations.”

JiIM MILLER
FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBER

Ivan Van Dyke said the request
would be considered, but that
there are many mmmegm on the
city’s funds.

Mayor Gordon Adams asked
for details of how the city’s
funds would be used, and Miller

_reiterated his statement about

the three purposes ».ow the

money.

“We have multiple people
with hands out with many good
causes,” the mayor said. “We'll
do our best to make a reason-
able and appropriate decision.” -

The council also heard a re-
quest for funds to help re-open
the Pilger Rest Area along
Highway 275, which was closed
by Stanton County in January
because the county didn’t want
to bear the expense of main-
taining it.

Roland Jensen of Pilger, a

member of the advisory board

attempting to re-open the rest
area, didn’t ask for a specific
dollar amount from Norfolk.
But he said Norfolk had contrib-
uted $4,000 when the state sold
the 10-acre rest area to Stanton
County.

Jensen said it costs less than
$15,000 annually to keep the
rest area open, including daily
bathroom maintenance, mow-
ing and electricity costs.

He said Stanton County

“would like to see other counties

that benefit from the rest area
contribute their fair share.

- A non-profit group. would
be set up to lease the rest area
from the county. Plans are ei-
ther move an old barn to the
rest area, and remodel it as a
history museum, or build a new
barn to function as a museum,
he said.

The council also heard a pre-
sentation from teachers Sue
Burns and Nancy Schwertley,
who showed art work done by
their students in an effort to en-
courage the city to adopt a com-
munity-widerecyclingprogram.




